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System Improvement is needed to aid in focusing this growth in a manner consistent with
local plans and to meet the transportation need for improved local and regional mobility.

1.2.3 Improve Regional Mobility

Improve Regional Mobility addresses a need for a Transportation System Improvement to
enhance mobility for trips originating within the Project Corridor and traveling to points
elsewhere within the region, as well as for trips passing through the Project Corridor.

Regional mobility is constrained by the lack of a direct north—south route linking I-55 with
I-80 that is of adequate capacity and design speed to efficiently move regional travel (Ex-
hibit 1-8). The existing interstate system servicing the Project Corridor is deficient in
north-south travel routes because the highway network within the region evolved as a ra-
dial system designed to move people and goods to and from the Chicago central area, the
historic center of regional commerce. This radial system exists today and includes multi-
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A Transportation System Improvement is needed to connect 1-80 to the 1-290/1-355 belt-
way to improve mobility for regional travel originating outside the Project Corridor. Addi-
tionally, a Transportation System Improvement is needed to improve access to the inter-
state system from within the Project Corridor, thus improving mobility for regional trips
originating within the Project Corridor. In the absence of a Transportation System Im-
provement, year 2020 No-Action regional travel times are projected to increase substan-
tially.

Exhibit 1-10 presents the percent increase in peak (7-9 am) travel times between 1996 and
2020 for three points of origin that surround the Project Corridor. Two of the three origin
points represent existing interchanges within the Study Area at I-55/1-294 and 1-55/1-80.
These locations represent route decision points for regional travel. The third origin point
represents the location where I-80 enters the Study Area. This point was selected because
no interchanges exist between 1-80 and another interstate within the Study Area. However,
1-80 at this location is primarily used for regional trave] (CAT5-19%8),

As evident in Exhibit 1-10, CATS projects a significant increase in regional travel times
between 1990 and 2020 for the No-Action land use scenario. Table 1-1 summarizes the
geographic extent areas of increased travel time occurring by year 2020 under the No-
Action scenario.

Increased regional travel times, particularly at the 1-55/1-80 interchange and where 1-80
enters the Project Corridor are due in large part to the lack of a direct route connecting I-80
and I-55 within the Project Corridor. A Transportation System Improvement is needed to
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